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DONAVAN TURNER 
MUCKROCK NEWS 
411A HIGHLAND AVE 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516 


RE: Veteran’s Name: KUCINSKI, Louis Arthur 

SSN/SN: 

Request Number: 2-22560918101 

Dear Recipient: 

Thank you for contacting the National Personnel Records Center. We are providing the 
releasable military service information based on restrictions imposed by the military services 
consistent with Department of Defense regulations and the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act and the Privacy Act of 1974. The releasable information requested, if present in 
the record, has been transcribed, photocopied, or a combination of both, in order to comply with 
your request. 


This record contains sensitive personal information which, if disclosed, would constitute a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy to the veteran, the veteran s family, or third 
party mentioned in the record. We have redacted and/or withheld that information in accordance 
with the personal privacy exemption of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 
552(b)(6). 

If additional information is needed, the Privacy Act of 1974 requires the written consent 
(signature) of the individual to whom the record pertains. If the individual is deceased, we must 
have the written consent of the next of kin and proof of death. The next of kin is defined as. 
unremarried widow or widower, son, daughter, father, mother, brother or sister. The following 
are acceptable forms of proof of death: 

• Death certificate 

• Newspaper article (obituary) or death notice 

• Coroner's report of death 

• Funeral director's signed statement of death 

• Verdict of coroner's jury 

• If death occurred outside the United States, any document similar to one of the 
preceding five, or a report of death signed by a United States consul or other agent 
of the State Department. 


If you consider this an adverse response under the FOIA, and are not satisfied with our action on 
this request, you may contact our FOIA Public Liaison Kevin Pratt for assistance at: 

1 Archives Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63138 
(314) 801-0582 
kevin.pratt@nara. gov 

If you are unable to resolve your FOIA dispute through our FOIA Public Liaison, the Office of 
Government Information Services (OGIS), the Federal FOIA Ombudsman’s office, offers 
mediation services to help resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies. The 
contact information for OGIS is: 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 

ogis@nara.gov 

ogis.archives.gov 

202-741-5770 

1-877-684-6448 


If you have questions or comments regarding this response, you may contact us at 314-801-0800 
or by mail at the address shown in the letterhead above. If you contact us, please reference the 
Request Number listed above. If you are a veteran, or a deceased veteran’s next of kin, please 
consider submitting your future requests online by visiting us at http://vetrecs.archives.gov. 



Expert Archives Technician (AFN-MC4B) 



We Value Our 
Veterans' Privacy 

Let us know if we have 
failed to protect it. 


Enclosure(s) 


Please complete our on-line survey. We really want to know how we did answering your request. 
Go to www.archives.gov/veterans/survev and enter your request number 2-22560918101. 

The survey should only take a few minutes and is used to help improve service to our customers. 



INFORMATION RELEASABLE UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 

NAME: 

KUCINSKI, LOUIS ARTHUR 

BRANCH OF SERVICE AND SERIAL/SERVICE NUMBER(S): 

U.S. NAVY / 235 04 35, SSN 

DATES OF SERVICE: 

SEPTEMBER 11, 1947 - SEPTEMBER 30, 1977 

DUTY STATUS: 

RETIRED_____ 

RANK/GRADE: 

E9 

SALARY: 

NA 

SOURCE OF COMMISSION: 

NA 

PROMOTION SEQUENCE NUMBER: 

NA 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS: 

SEE ATTACHED 

MILITARY EDUCATION: 

SEE ATTACHED 

DECORATIONS AND AWARDS: 

BRONZE STAR(*),NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL W/ V DEVICE,PURPLE HEART,COMBAT ACTION 
RIBBON,GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL(5TH),PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION(2ND),VIETNAM SERVICE 
MEDAL,EXPERT RIFLEMAN,EXPERT PISTOL MEDAL,SEAL BREAST INSIGNIA,AMERICAN 

DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL,NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL,NAVY OCCUPATION MEDAL 
(EUROPE1 .ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL(VIETNAM) ,VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL- 

TRANSCRIPT OF COURT-MARTIAL TRIAL: 

NOT ON FILE 

PHOTOGRAPH: 

NA 

PLACE OF ENTRY: 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

PLACE OF SEPARATION: 

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 

FOR DECEASED VETERAN ONLY 

PLACE OF BIRTH 

DATE OF DEATH 

LOCATION OF DEATH 

PLACE OF BURIAL 

NOTE: N/A denotes information is not available in the veteran’s records 


NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 


NA FORM 13164 (Rev. 02-02) 
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COV MANNER IN CHIEF 
united state;; pacific fleet 


The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting the Navy 
Commendation Medal to 


LOUIS A. KUCINSKI 
CHIEF BOATSWAIN'S MATE 
UNITED STATES NAVY 


for service as set forth in the following: 


' CITATION 


"For meritorious achievement while serving with friendly foreign forces 
engaged in armed conflict against the Communist insurgent force's in the 
Republic of*Vietnam from 30 January to 2 February 1968. During this period, 
aa platoon chief petty officer and assistant squad leader, Chief Petty 9 ’ 
Officer KUCINSKI led the men aggressively against the enemy, using sound 
■judgment and professional tactics. Chief Petty Officer KUCINSKI, unmind- v 
ful of the dangers, exposed himself repeatedly to concentrated enemy fire 
in order to deliver -neutralizing rounds from his M-72»'s. His uncanny accu¬ 
racy enabled the remainder of the squad to advance and secure other key 
buildings in the city. Whdn 6ne SEAL was critically woundChief Petty 
Officer KUCINSKI ran through the streets to an abandoned truck, started it 
and drove it to.the building where the wounded man lay. En route, the 
truck took numerous rounds of enemy fire. Throughout the clays of battle, 
Chief ‘Petty Officer Kl’Cl^SKI displayed the valor under fire and devotion’ 
to duty. His actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
United States Naval Service." 

Chief Petty Officer KUCINSKI is authorized to wear the Combat "V". % 

■ - ' , >' 

c 

, * For the Secretary of the "tlavy \ 

(j JOHN J. HYLAND 

) '’'Admiral, U. S. Navy- ■ 

Commander in Chief U. S. Pacific Fleet 
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vice as sot forth ~r. the following 


Cl TATIOR 


"For heroic achievemer.t wh. ie serving with'friendly foreign forces 
engaged in armed Conflict against the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong 
communist aggressors in the Republic of Vietnam. ^On 7 Jane 1969, 

Senior Chief KUCINSKI was serving as the leader of a twelve man Uurtdd 
States Navy SEAL platoon operating in support of United States Kavy 
forces on the My Tho river.* Responding to agerr: intelligence and know* 
ing t’pat they'faced a numerically superior enemy force, he inserted his 
platoon prior to daylight exd patrolled through a known Viet Cong con¬ 
trolled area to their objective. Upon reaching the Garget in complete 
darkness, h divided l is platoon into three fire teasA to cover both the 
target and enemy escape routes. At first light, when tS^e enemy positions 
were positively identified, he ordered the patrol to tak&--tpe enemy torce 
under fire. Inflicting numerous casualties and preventing"an enemy r.treat, 
the SEALS held their jositionn and continued to lay down effective 
fire until helicopter gunshi.ps arrived to conduct an airs trike. As a 
result of his leadership ability, thi enemy was dealt a devastating blow. ^ 
Senior Chief AUCINSXI's professionalism, devotion to duty and courage 
under fire were.in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service." • • . 

fhe Combat Distinguishing Device is authorized. . - 


For the President 

C> V? '<9 

O A i v 

E.^yZUMWALT, .Jr, & 

Vice &d«u,rali U. §; Navy 
Commander u. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam 
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